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AMENDMENTS 

In the Claims: 

Amendments to the claims are reflected in the following listing, which replaces any 
and all prior versions and listings of claims in the present application: 

Currently Pending Claims 

1. (Currently amended) A method for providing utility consumption data to a 
utility consumer over a network, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving metering data and operational status information_fix>m a utility meter 
located at a remote facility operated by said utility customer, wherein said metering 
data is electronically and automatically transmitted over the network in substantially 
real time from said utility meter to a data processing system; 

calculating billing data using said metering data at said data processing 
system, wherein said calculating step calculates said billing. data using: 

(a) generation costs, 

(b) transmission costs, and 

(c) distribution costs of said utility; 

storing said metering data and said billing data electronically at said data 
processing system; and 

reporting said metering data and said billing data electronically from said data 
processing system to said utility custotner over the network, said reporting step 
including the steps of: providing a website on the network accessible by said utility 
customer; retrieving said metering data and said billing data from said database; and 
presenting said metering data and said billing data on said websit eL_and 
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allowing said consumer to affect electronic flmds transfer via a payment 
system in accordance with said billing data . 

2. (Original) The method in accordance with claim 1 , wherein said receiving step 
further comprises the step of polling said meter using an electronic communication 
medium. 

3. (Original) The method in accordance with claim 2, wherein said polling step 
polls said meter using a toll-free telephone line. 

4. -5. (Canceled). 

6. (Original) The method in accordance with claim 1, wherein said receiving step 
receives metering data from said meter wherein said meter is suitably configured with 
a modem for connecting to an electronic data line. 
1. (Canceled). 

8. (Original) The method in accordance with claim 1 , wherein said storing step 
stores said metering data and said billing data in a computer database. 

9. -33. (Canceled) 

34. (Cuixently amended) A system for providing energy consumption data over a 
network for a facility affiliated with an energy consumer, the system comprising: 

a receiving means configured to receive, automatically, metering data in 
substantially real time, and operational status mfoimation, from a 
meter located at said facility via the network; 

a processing means in communication with said receiving means, wherein 

said processing means is configured to determiine pricing options as a 
function of said metering information and of pricing factors aflBliated 
with an energy source, wherein said pricing factors include generation 
costs, transmission costs, and distribution costs; 
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a transmitting means configured to transmit said pricing options to said energy 
consumer via the network such that said energy consumer is allowed 
to evaluate said pricing options to thereby manage energy 
consumption at said facility, said transmitting means including a 
website hosted by said utility and accessible to the energy consumer 
over the network, wherein said website displays metering data and 
billing data associated with the energy consume r such that said 
consumer mav affect electronic funds transfer via a payment system in 
accordance with said billing data . 

35.-39. (Canceled). 



16B8501 4 

PAGE 9/12 ' RCVD AT 6/17/2005 5:20:32 PM [Eastern Daylight Tim^^ 



